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God’s strength is made perfect in weakness


Lesson Text :
Acts 16:16-40                            

In 2. Cor 12, Paul speaks of the visions and revelations he had. God did not want Paul to exalt himself through this abundance of revelations, so He permitted Paul to have a thorn in the flesh to keep him humble. It was an angel of Satan ( 2. Cor 12:7 ) which followed Paul and buffeted him when he was tempted to become exalted. Paul lists in 2. Cor 11:23, some of the things the angel caused him to go through so that he would remain humble. Note: there is not a disease in the whole list, see Num 33:55.  In todays lesson, take note of the power Paul has in Acts 16:18, 25, 26 and notice the weakness of Paul in Acts 16:19-24. Then note how God’s power was manifested in Acts 16:35-40. This lesson is to encourage you not to give up when hopeless situations come into your life, for God’s strength is made perfect in weakness.

  I. PAUL  USES  HIS  POWER  IN  PHILIPPI            
                                                        Acts 16:16-18

    A. A very strong demon                                                     

                                                         Eph 6:12;  Mk 9:29

1. The damsel was possessed with a spirit of divination.

2. According to fable, a huge serpent had an oracle on Mount Parnassus, who was famous for predicting future events. Apollos slew this serpent and was called Pythius, becoming celebrated for foretelling events. All who  pretend to foretell events, were believed to be influenced by the spirit of Apollos Pythius.
    B. The name of Jesus 






                                                     Acts 16:18-19

1. The Holy Spirit dwelling in Paul’s spirit, was stronger than the demon spirit possessing the damsel’s spirit.  V. 18
2. Paul invokes the name of Jesus Christ and the demon came out                                                          
3. Because of this, Paul and Silas were dragged into the marketplace.                                                                   V. 19
 II.  PAUL  IS  WEAK  ( 2. Cor 11:23-27 )                                                                               Acts 16:19-24
    A.  He and Silas appear to be helpless.                                                                                                              Acts 16:19-24

1. After demonstrating complete power over the spirit of divination, he seems to be powerless:

a. over the damsel’s masters (V.19)

b. against the magistrates (V. 20)

c. or against the multitude (V.22)

    B.  Further humiliation ( 2. Cor 11:23 27 )                                                                                                             Acts 16:25-26

1. Paul and Silas are beaten (V. 23)

2. They are thrown in jail.  (V. 24)

III. IN  PAUL’S  WEAKNESS,  GOD  DEMONSTRATES  HIS  POWER 
                     2. Cor 12:7-9

    A.  God creates a natural phenomena     


1.    an earthquake – the prison was shaken                                                                                                       Acts 16:26

              2.    the doors opened and everyone’s bonds were loosed.         

 B.  God demonstrated His power in salvation.
1. The jailer and all in his house were saved.                                                                                                 Acts 16:31
2. Paul and Silas were set free.                                                                                                                 Acts. 16:35-40
Lesson Aim:

To encourage the student not to feel that God has forsaken them just because things have taken a turn for the worse. This is a perfect time for the Lord to manifest His power of deliverance to you and your fellow brethren.
Student Tasks:
1.  Be able to explain who / what the messenger of satan is.



2.  Be able to discuss how he was working in the city of Phillipi against Paul.

Christian  Education:   Acts  





MEMORYVERS	:	2. Corinthians 12:9


And he said unto me,  My grace is sufficient for thee: for my strength is made perfect in weakness. Most gladly therefore will I rather glory in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me.











